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" MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EHRLICHMAN

FROM: J. F. LEHMAN | | L R E /% |
SUBJECT: -AMB, ROBERT MCCLINTOCK B P Z -
o ~ |

1., AMB, MCClintock's performance before the Symington Subcommittee was unobjectlonable
if the wrltten transcrlpt alone lS used as a b351s for judgment.q

2. Amb, McClintock may be justly crit1c1zed for a general dlsregard for White
House directives, and an overeagerness to please Sens. Symington and Fulbright,
at the expense of the better 1nterests of the Executive Branch The following
are some examples: : '

Conduct of the Interdepartmental Group ' e g

= The IG was set up on 22 Sept, in the White House, and McClintock was given

clear instructions that he was to follow guidelines set by the White House. 4
- As the hearings progressed, and theéir seriousness became evident, McC disregarded
one after another guideline in the face of ferocious browbeating from Symington

and Fulbright - this despite specific protests from Mr. Mollenhoff and Mr. Lehman.

- As McC's conduct of the IG diverged further and further from White House dxrectives
he began neglecting to notify Mr. Lehman and Mr, Mollenhoff in time for them to
attend; or if they attended, he failed to recognize them from the floor; and in
several instances resorted to sarcasm and ridicule , eg asking Mollenhoff if he
- *ghould be commenting on legal matters since he was a "journalist!

- When told point blank that the White House Group directed that x be domne, he
invarlably demurred saying that Alexis Johnson was his boss and he couldn't do
auything unless Johnson told him to.,

- When told point blank that Mr. Ehrlichman had specifically directed that the
figures for Philcag mot be released, he replied "Mr, Ehrlichman’s writ does not

run over here' The figures were given to the Subcommittee and published.

T Without informing anyone in the White House, indeed going to some length to "keep
it secrét, McC arranged a "deal" with Symington whereby State would not censor

the Philippine testimony in return for Symington's delaying publicatlon until after'
the Philippine elections.

- The White House Group had directed Mr. Lehman to attend the hearings as a member
of the DoD team., McC told Symington who Lehman was, and asked him if he thought
Lehman should attend, Symington refused to allow Lehman to attend.

- McC attempted to get State off the hook in the Laos hearings by attempting to

have the DoD witness appear as a co-principal witness with Amb. Sullivan., He was
. thwarted only by explicit instructions from Mr, Ehrlichman to Alexis Johnson.’

- Despite explicit instructions that the White House was not to be mentionad , MeC
told Symington that the White House, not State was holding up tke Laos transcript,
"This resulted in an enraged call to Dr. Kissinger from Symington and "blew the eovef

« Despite repeated warnings not to mention the White House, MeC caved under very

heavy pressure from Fulbright and said for the recdrd that he was acting under

White House instructions. When pressed further he referred erroneously to iﬁStTUCtlonb
from the Attorney General and invoked Executive Privilege .

..
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. DEPARTMENT OF STATE . 7.7 700 "

. . Washington. D.C. 20520

SECRET o o S _";'_:NOVémbef 2‘;3,1969

MEMORANDUM

'?“SUBJECT:- Highligh&s of Symington Subcommittee Session on

' the Republic of China (3), Novéember 26, 1969

DISTRIBUTION: S L IL IS N

= Ambassador Green-
= Ambassador McConaughy
© = Ambassador Brown
; . = Mr, Moore
EA/ROC =~ Mr. Shoesmith N S | :
EA/ACA - Mr, Kreisberg B R Lo
L = Mr. Stevenson S
L/EA. = - Mr. Futterman
PM . = Mr. Spiers
PM/JW - Mr. Wolf
8/PC - Mr. Cargo
o ~ Mr. Seligmann

| -H - - = Ambassador Torbert
--WH " = Mr. Ehrlichman

= Mzr. Mollenhoff
NSC - Mr. Lehman

.bOD © = Mr. French .j _ ' :Q 'éf:'

.= Mr. Knaur ' R T T

TR LT ey
CNSA - Me Bammer .o

R
.Pursuant to arrangements made'with White House con-

currence by the Department wmth Senator Symlngton Ambassador

'MbConaughy appeared unaccempan1ed by other w1tnesses before
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the Suboommittee_at 2: 30 p-m¢.todtestify in fegard to

. sensitive intelligence matters in the uhderStandiag;that_““;q:

- a single copy of the transcript would be made and retained K

. ) . - . R S s L S
in the custody of the Department. It was further understood
that a record would be returned to the Subcommittee contain-
ing those portions which might be made public.

'Before the prOCeediﬁgs started Senator Syminvtoﬁ said

he would undertake to sanltlae the record of the prevxous

two days to ellmlnate much of the materlal 1nvolved in one ox

-two sharp exchanges that ¢ook place,partlcularly W1th Senator

Fulbrlght. He Sald he would Edlt the record "as much Jn your

favor as in ours.ﬂ The Chairman remarked that he‘had_knownj

' Senator Fulbrlght a good many yeéfs, but there were times

* when he was "very intense."

 Ambassador McConagghy, in reSponse to an inltlal questlon

:':.from.Counsel about overtllghts of the Chlnese malnland

proceeded to glve a dctalled descrlptlon of act1v1t1es bear- :

ing on this questlon and other sen51t1ve matters He assured

-Counsel that the US remalned in control of any operatlons in’

whlch it had a hand He also 1nd1cated that the Ambassador

in . |
was informed_in general/regard to all sensitive prOgrams and
received full reports on them, elthoogh basic policy decisions

were made in Washlngton. i ' .
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Senator Symlngton eXpressed apprec1atlon £or the forth-i'*

”Hjécomlng remarks of the Ambassador.‘ Senator Fulbrlght who .
L appeared qulte 1nLense, asked a number of questlons 1ntended‘
'L"Lo show. that our acLlons in Talwan 1ed the Chlnese Communlsts

-'_-_to feel that they were SubJecL to US aggress”“ taCtlcs'-‘-He’ |

-agaln attempted to engage in a proLracted dlSCUSSlOH of

"Vletnam._ Senator SymlngLon 1nterrupted to 1nd1cate the dlSH“

‘cussion. Was. gettlng off course and that he expected ambassadors

- to. support the AdmlnlstraLlon s pollcy . Senator Alken also

trled to dlverL the dlscu 31on by 1nqu1r1ng about 011 dep051ts

] | j.__ in Chlna, 1ead1ng to a commsnt by Senator Symlngpon that the'

dlscovery of exten81ve 011 deposxts could solve much of

5 ) Chlna s polltlcal problems. ._i -'5 :3;; :
é . Returnlng to a Subgect.dlSCUSSEd earlleryln the.prou'
| _:_ceedlngs Counsel asked in what c1rcumstances US aircraft.bﬁ.
f-;“Talwan would shoot down Chinese Communlst alrcraft in the_

‘Talwan Stralt. He did not 'however, press for an answer,

but 1nd1cated he W1shed to have the questlon on record in

-the event the Ambassador changed hlS mlnd and W1shed to pro--

RO, W PO I - S

- vide a reSponse

LT )

The session ended at about 3:30:p.ﬁ, 

S/PC:ALSeligmann:lm 11/28/69
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